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RESOURCE GUIDE: 

HOW TO USE THESE RESOURCES

As a Head Start grantee, you’ve achieved important outcomes for local children and families. However, the 
enhanced Aligned Monitoring System (AMS) 2.0 requires new processes and new understanding. The resources 
outlined in this guide will ensure you and your staff continue on that path toward success. 

The resources below are organized by topic. Review to gain in-depth knowledge you can share with your staff. 

Topic 1: Getting to Know AMS 2.0

» AMS 2.0 Webinar. This short webinar provides 
an overview of the enhanced AMS 2.0, including 
the historical context, key characteristics, and 
updated process. This webinar also includes 
helpful presentation notes for Program Leaders. 
Consider using this resource to educate your 
staff and facilitate meetings and discussions 
about the enhanced AMS 2.0.

» Understanding the New AMS 2.0. This video
takes a deeper dive into the key themes of 
the enhanced AMS 2.0, its relationship to the 
HSPPS, and the ways in which the enhanced 
system will benefit grantees. Consider using 
this video to strengthen your knowledge and 
understanding of AMS 2.0, the HSPPS, and the 
recent monitoring paradigm shift.

» Key Changes to the Monitoring System. 
Released on September 18, this infographic 
depicts the five critical changes grantees should 
expect from the enhanced AMS 2.0. Consider 
posting this graphic in your center and sharing 
it with your staff to provide a simple overview 
of these key changes and their impacts on the 
monitoring process.

» Tips for a Successful Review. This document
provides eight strategies for grantees to employ 
to help make their monitoring review go 
smoothly. Consider using this resource as you 
prepare for your upcoming AMS 2.0 review 
event. Share widely with program staff and 
stakeholders so they too can prepare. 

Topic 2: CLASS®

» CLASS® Reviewer Field Guide. This field
guide was designed to familiarize stakeholders
with the CLASS® methodology and review
process. Consider using this resource to gain
a better understanding of the Reviewer’s role
and perspectives relating to the CLASS® review
process.

» CLASS® Explainer Video. This short video 
provides a broad overview of the CLASS® 
review. In preparation for your CLASS® review, 
consider using this resource to gain a deeper 
understanding of the ins and outs of the 
process. This quick video can be shared with 
program stakeholders so they can quickly get 
up to speed on CLASS®.

» CLASS® at a Glance. This fact sheet presents a 
high-level overview of the CLASS® process and 
addresses several frequently asked questions. 
Consider using this resource to educate your 
staff about the CLASS® review.

» Preparing for Your CLASS® Review. This 
interactive web-based training walks grantees 
through the CLASS® review and provides a 
wealth of information about the review process, 
key players, and what grantees can expect 
before, during, and after the review. Consider 
using this resource to develop a baseline 
knowledge of the CLASS® review process. This 
module can be reviewed by program staff, 
managers, and other stakeholders to become 
more familiar with the CLASS® review. 




