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Overview 

Schoharie County Child Development Council, Inc. complete Community Assessment was conducted in 

2017.  

• Coronavirus continued to have an impact on the program during Program Year 2020-2021. 

Modified in-person programming began in September of 2020 for some portions of the 

program. Modifications included reduced in-person instruction hours, virtual communications, 

trainings and learning opportunities. SCCDC, Inc. has worked closely with the Schoharie County 

Department of Health for guidance on safe interactions.   

• The 2020 Census was conducted since the last Community Assessment Update. The data 

available from the 2020 census was utilized in this report, and 2019 Census Quick Facts were 

used for what is not yet available.   
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Methodology 

The 2021 Community Assessment Update was developed utilizing data from internal and external 

sources, reports of community partners, and surveys.  

For the second consecutive year, SCCDC has issued the Community “Your Feelings on Our Community” 

Survey in an electronic format. Responses were solicited through invitations to families, staff, members 

of the Schoharie County Human Service Coordinating Council, and the public through Facebook 

postings. The survey received 138 responses, of which 108 respondents provided additional 

demographic information. The questions on part one of the 2021 survey were nearly identical to the 

questions on part two of the 2020 survey which had eighty-six responses.  

 

The age representation of respondents was consistent with the age representation from the 2020 

Assessment. In 2019 the census estimated that individuals over the age of 65 accounted for 22.7% of the 

population of Schoharie County. No individuals over the age of 80 participated in the survey either year. 

The methods of recruitment for respondents (via email, QR Code, and Facebook), as well as the 

electronic format likely contribute to this.  
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Ninety-three percent of the 2021 respondents reside in Schoharie County; 60% are employed in 

Schoharie County; 48.5% either attend (or have a family member attending) a school in Schoharie 

County.   

 

Municipality 

2020 Respondents by 
Municipality of 

Residency 

2021 Respondents by 
Municipality of 

Residency 

Percentage of County 
Population by 

Municipality Residency 

Town of Blenheim 0% 1.6% 1.2% 

Town of Broome 1.3% <1% 3.2% 

Town of Carlisle 5.2% 3.9% 6.0% 

Town of Cobleskill 31.2% 34.9% 20.1% 

Town of Conesville 0% 0% 2.2% 

Town of Esperance 5.2% 6.2% 6.4% 

Town of Fulton 2.6% 3.1% 4.7% 

Town of Gilboa 1.3% 5.4% 4.0% 

Town of Jefferson 0% <1% 4.5% 

Town of Middleburgh 10.4% 11% 11.4% 

Town of Richmondville 20.8% 15% 8.0% 

Town of Schoharie 3.4% 4.0% 9.8% 

Town of Seward 7.8% 7.6% 5.4% 

Town of Sharon 5.2% 2.3% 5.7% 

Town of Summit 2.6% 3.1% 3.5% 

Town of Wright 2.6% <1% 4.7% 

 

It should be noted that the 2021 Survey was shared by Community Facebook Group representing both 

Cobleskill and Middleburgh.   
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The Service Area 
 
General Area Description  

Schoharie County is largely rural, with a low population density. No municipalities within the county 

meet the population threshold to be classified as a city. There are 47.8 people per square mile. The 

higher density population areas of the county are the northern and eastern portions.   

 
Population Trends 

The 2020 census reported the population of Schoharie County as 29,714. This is a 4.1% decrease from 

the July 1, 2019 estimate and a 9.3% decrease from the 2010 Census data. Schoharie County has 

experienced the largest population decrease of all counties in New York State. The decline has been 

attributed to migration due to the catastrophic flood resulting from Hurricane Irene in 2011, a lack of 

large employers, and young adults migrating to urban and suburban areas (Poole, 2021). The median 

age in Schoharie County is 45.4 years of age. The population under the age of 5 accounts for 4.2% of 

population.  

 

Demographics of SCCDC Participants, Schoharie County and Survey Respondents 

 

Race & Ethnicity 

The Early Head Start and Head Start 

population demonstrates a slowly 

increasing population identifying as 

multi-racial or of Hispanic or Latino 

origins. As the data on the race and 

ethnicity of Schoharie County 

residents has remained static since 

the last community assessment 

update, it is possible that the SCCDC 

numbers are a more accurate 

reflection. 

  

  

Race and Ethnicity 

 
EHS 

Head 
Start 

Schoharie 
County 

Survey 
Respondents 

American Indian or 
Alaska Native 

0% 0% <1% 3.5% 

Asian <1% <1% <1% 0% 

Black or African 
American 

<1% <1% 1.6% <1% 

Native Hawaiian or 
Pacific Islander 

<1% <1% <1% 0% 

White 87.8% 90.7% 95.8% 90.2% 

Biracial/ Multiracial 9.5% 6.5% 1.6% 2.6% 

Hispanic or Latino 
Origins 

8.3% 7.4% 3.2% 2.7% 
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Language 

There are no significant changes regarding language for the program. Less than 1% of families (two 

families across all programs) identify a language other than English as their home/primary language. The 

participants were all fluent in English upon enrollment in the program. Across the entire service area, 

4.7% of families speak a language other than English in the home, the majority (2.3%) of these are 

classified as ‘other Indo-European’ languages (Census).  

 SCCDC Participants 

There have been no drastic 

changes in the percentages of 

eligibility types. As the actual 

number of participants in 

SCCDC programs is relatively 

small, fluctuations in 

percentages (i.e.- one or two 

individuals) may appear as 

dramatic changes in a 

percentages format. 

 

Homeless Information 

The rate of homeless families slightly increased 

in EHS, while the rate decreased in Head Start. 

The lack of housing resources for individuals in 

the target demographic for the SCCDC 

programs results in a high number of 

individuals and families that have no formal 

housing assistance and meet their shelter 

needs by doubling-up with family or friends. In 

many cases, these arrangements begin as 

temporary and evolve into longer term 

situations. While some families seeking assistance from the local Department of Social Services can 

receive temporary shelter in area motels, housing assistance often places families outside the county. 

Often families will not seek assistance as it is disruptive to their attachment to extended family and 

Participant Eligibility Type 

 Early Head Start  Head Start 

 2019 2020 2021  2019 2020 2021 

Income below 
100% of FPL 

46.5% 51.8% 51.5%  57.7% 54.7% 55.5% 

Public Assistance 7.5% 5.8% 5.3%  4.6% 2.3% 3.7% 

Foster Child 1.3% 2.2% 2.3%  <1% 3.1% 5.6% 

Homeless 15.6% 20.4% 19.7%  10.8% 15.6% 15.7% 

Over-Income 8.2% 8.8% 6.8%  9.2% 8.6% 6.5% 

Income between 
100 – 130% of FPL 

10.9% 10.9% 14.4%  16.9% 15.6% 13.0% 

Children Experiencing Homelessness 

 EHS Head Start 

 Number Percentage Number Percentage 

2016 14 10% 34 23% 

2017 20 14% 20 16% 

2018 21 15% 13 10% 

2019 28 20% 15 12% 

2020 28 20% 20 16% 

2021 29 22% 11 10% 
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social groups, the community, services, and resources. Families living in these types of situations often 

choose goals related to obtaining housing. This year 44% of EHS children homeless at the beginning of 

the program year acquired housing by the end of enrollment, and 27% of HS families acquired housing. 

ACF-IM-HS-19-03 has also impacted the number of children classified as homeless for the program. This 

memorandum allows for children residing with non-parent relatives due to economic hardship, 

substance misuse, or incarceration to be classified under McKinney-Vento as homeless. This accounted 

for 9% of all children classified as homeless. More information regarding housing in the service area can 

be found later in the assessment.  

Foster Care 

Of all Schoharie County children in foster care; 46 in 

2020, 20 were under the age of 5. Nineteen children 

were admitted in to care and twenty-four were 

discharged in 2020. 

Sixty-three percent of children were placed outside of 

the county or state. Applying that percentage for the 

number of children in the target age group for SCCDC, 

this would leave approximately eight foster children, 

aged 0-5 in the county.     

In the 2020-2021 Program Year, SCCDC had 6 children in Head Start and 4 in Early Head Start that were 

classified as being in foster care. (Some of these children are counted in each of these totals as they 

were enrolled in both programs during the year.) Most of these children were placed with a member of 

their extended family.  An additional five children across both programs reside with family members 

other than biological, step, or adopted parents.  

Foster Care service coordination in Schoharie County is provided by the Schoharie County Department of 

Social Services Foster Care Unit and Berkshire Farms. Both agencies refer children in foster care to 

SCCDC. Additionally, there are occasionally children placed into care in Schoharie County from 

neighboring counties.   

  

Foster Care In Schoharie County* 

 Children 
in Care 

Ages 
0-5 

Ages 
6-7 

Ages 
18-21 

2016 50 N/A N/A N/A 

2017 47 17 26 5 

2018 51 21 31 2 

2019 55 18 35 1 

2020 46 20 26 0 

*Retrieved from 2020 Monitoring and Analysis Profiles With 
Selected Trend Data: 2016-2020, New York State Office of 
Children and Family Services 
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Children with Disabilities  

Over the course of the Program Year, 18 children with diagnosed disabilities were served in the Head 

Start program. During the same time frame, 4 children in Early Head Start had a diagnosed disability or 

health condition that qualified them for Early Intervention services. Of those 22 children, 7 children had 

three or more services, which is a higher percentage than typical. This change is an indication of both 

staff’s abilities and the Early Intervention Program’s confidence in the program’s preparedness to 

individualize successfully for children with significant developmental delays to grow and develop.  

Children Receiving Therapeutic Interventions 

 
Occupational 

Therapy 
Physical 
Therapy 

Speech 
Therapy 

Special Ed 
Itinerant 
Teacher 

Counseling 
Full 

Programming 
1:1 Aide 

Early Head 
Start 

3 3 3 2 0 0 0 

Head Start 9 2 15 8 7 0 2 

   

SCCDC worked with the CPSE at individual districts to arrange for two 1:1 aides to provide services to 

children with high levels of need in the classroom environment. This was in-line with each family's 

preference for their child to remain in Head Start classrooms rather than attending a special needs 

preschool. The CPSE at one partner district determined that the support offered by Head Start for 

children and families was the most appropriate placement rather than Kindergarten for one child, and 

enrollment in the in-district Head Start classroom was written into their IEP.    

This year there was a higher number of transitioning children that were provided summer services 

and/or were identified as requiring services in Kindergarten. This can be attributed to several factors, 

including the difficulty in therapist being able to provide services during pandemic closures, the 

difficulties in evaluating children virtually, and the decreases in in-person instruction and therapeutic 

experiences. Additionally, there are an increasing number of providers recommending and families 

choosing the Head Start program rather than a full-program special needs environment. This results in a 

higher number of children leaving the program with an IEP.      

The Expanded Pre-Kindergarten at the Cobleskill-Richmondville Central School targets the same child 

demographic as Head Start. Each year a small number of Early Head Start children do not transition to 

Head Start as they transition to the EPK program.   
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Turnover 

In response to COVID-19 closures, no children 

were terminated from the program from March 

16, 2020 through the return to in-person 

services in September of 2020, unless the family 

specifically requested to leave the program. 

This resulted in a higher turnover rate than 

normal in Early Head Start for the 2020-2021 

Program Year. Children that would have 

normally aged out between March of 2020 and 

June 30, 2020 remained on the roster and continued to receive support and services from their Early 

Head Start Team.  Families received support and virtual services through the term even if the child was 

staying in program or transitioning out of program.  Of the Head Start children leaving the program and 

not re-enrolling, 25% were due to a change in custody, and 42% were due to relocating outside of the 

service area. Some families chose not to enroll in the program through the 2020 – 2021 program year 

due to their concerns regarding the coronavirus and in-person services and their lack of interests in the 

virtual options. 

 

Waiting List 

Both Early Head Start and Head Start maintained a small waiting list throughout the program year. The 

Head Start waiting list contained minimal number of income/categorically eligible children due to 

location and program option preferences of the families. All eligible waitlisted children were offered a 

spot in available centers and the virtual classroom. The average family income of the children on the 

over-income waiting list was 251% of the poverty level.    

 

Projection of Eligible Children   

Schoharie County experienced an increase in birth rates in 2018; however, in 2020 the rate was 238 

which was the second year of decline and under the five-year average of 248 births.     

County-wide school enrollment has continued to decrease with total K-12 enrollment decreasing by 

6.5% over five years. This rate of decline in enrollment has appeared to slow. As the rate of decline over 

five-years in the 2020 Community Assessment Update was close to 10%.  While Kindergarten  

Participant Turnover in 2020 

 
Early Head 

Start 
Head Start 

Left the program any 
point after enrollment 
and did not re-enroll 

77 12 

Children who were 
enrolled for less than 

45 days 
9 2 

Transitioned to Head 
Start/ Kindergarten 

34 43 
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enrollments over five years have decreased by 14.3%, there was an increase of 1% from the previous 

report. Middleburgh Central and Sharon Springs Central have experienced a greater percentage of 

decline than those of the other districts. Schoharie Central and Gilboa-Conesville have remained 

relatively stable in their enrollment over the past 5 years. It is important to note, this data is based upon 

the most current New York State Department of Education data representing school year  

2019-2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Survey Data indicates that 82% of respondents have no intention of leaving the community 

or plan to stay in the service area for at least ten years. This is an increase from data from the two 

previous Community Surveys. In 2020, 77% of respondents have no intention of leaving the community 

or plan to stay in the service area for at least ten years, which was an increase from 2019 when a third of 

respondents indicated they planned to leave the community. Less than 2% of respondents were actively 

working on leaving the area, a decrease from 6% in 2020.  

  

The most recent 2019 estimate indicates the child poverty rate at 16.1%. This is slightly lower than 

17.1% reported in the 2010 Census. In 2019, 19.7% children under 17 were receiving SNAP, 2.4% 

received public assistance, and 1.5% received Supplemental Security Income. The Median Household 

Income is $57,714 and the Per Capita Income is $30,397.   

  

Projection of Eligible Children 

 Census Data 
County Health 

Department Birthrate 
Cumulative Enrollment 

 

EHS 
Projected 

#of Eligible 
Children 

HS 
Projected 

#of Eligible 
Children 

EHS 
Projected 

#of Eligible 
Children 

HS 
Projected 

#of Eligible 
Children 

EHS (Child) Head Start 

2016 164 110 131 96 139 127 

2017 179 100 136 99 138 135 

2018 159 106 129 87 136 130 

2019 149 100 123 78 137 128 

2020 146 98 119 79 121^+ 108+ 

^See Turnover Section.  

+ Enrollment numbers were impacted by the reduced number of children allowed in a space due to COVID-19 
safety and prevention precautions. 
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Teenage Pregnancy 

The overall percentage of infants born to teen 

mothers continues to decline in Schoharie 

County. Information regarding the Early Head 

Start Expectant Mothers program is provided to 

school nurses at each of the county’s school 

districts.   

 

 

Teenage Pregnancy in Schoharie County 

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

# of Births of 
Schoharie 
County 
Residents 

235 241 282 242 238 

# of mothers 
under the 
age of 19 

11 14 9 4 2 

Percentage 
of all births 

4.7% 5.8% 3.2% 1.7% <1% 

# of mothers 
under 19 
enrolled in 
EHS 

2 2 1 0 1 
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SUMMARY OF SERVICES 

Education Services 
Agency priorities focused on health and safety practices and responsive caregiving in classroom 

environments. Home-Based priorities continued to include relationship building with families and a 

trauma informed approach to engaging families through the uncertainty of the pandemic.  

Detailed information regarding child outcomes and classroom observation tools can be found in the 

school readiness report. It is important to note that in some areas, SCCDC is meeting or exceeding the 

expected outcomes outlined in the 2019-2023 Strategic Plan. Child outcomes at the Spring of 2021 

indicated that more than 87% of Head Start children met or exceeded widely held expectations.     

In the 2020-2021 year, a total of 24 children enrolled in the virtual option for Head Start. The Home-

Based option was virtual through April of 2021, when visitors were able to complete outdoor in-person 

visits. Children in virtual options fell below expectations at a higher percentage than their peers enrolled 

in the in-person option. SCCDC will not be offering a virtual classroom in the 2021 – 2022 year.   

Mental Health Services at SCCDC 

Providing supportive, trauma informed services to children, families, and staff was a priority in the 2020-

2021 program year. This commitment can be seen in the revisions of agency policies and procedures to 

reflect the language and principles of the trauma informed model. Professional development 

opportunities supporting the model have been integrated into the training plans, building knowledge for 

new employees, and providing opportunities for continued growth for existing staff. Utilizing an on-line 

service has expedited the training of new staff in the Pyramid Model, providing staff with a higher level 

of confidence and skill when joining education teams.   

Supporting the mental wellness of staff was paramount to the agency during this program year, 

understanding additional stressors presented by the pandemic. SCCDC has contracted with a provider 

for an Employee Assistance Program. The program is open to every employee and provides support 

through an online catalogue of assessments and tools to manage all aspects of wellness and 24/7 access 

to professionals to assist with mental health, addiction and recovery, family, and legal issues. This 

service provides employees with confidential services.  

Listening sessions were offered to staff in group and individual formats to provide opportunities for staff 

to work with program managers to process and problem-solve work related challenges. Regular staff 
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surveys to measure work related stressors were utilized to target groups identifying areas of concern. 

These results were used to recalibrate and address issues specific to position type.   

While health and safety measures prevented interacting with families in traditional modalities, SCCDC 

took advantage of online platforms such as Classroom Dojo, Facebook, and Zoom to share social 

emotional messaging. The resilience building curriculum for parents, Your Journey Together, was offered 

by Family Advocates in a virtual format. Lessons were also recorded for families who were unable to 

participate in live virtual options. Parent Gauge data indicated that parents had an increased 

understanding of emotional and mental well-being at the end of the program year.    

SCCDC maintains a key role in the Schoharie County ACEs taskforce. This fall they will be partnering with 

the Safe Harbor Program to present a virtual fall conference focusing on the intersection of ACEs and sex 

trafficking. As seen below, community opinions on the concern of Human Trafficking in the community 

has shifted from a majority of respondents being neutral on the comment to a majority citing it as a 

concern.  

 

 

Mental Health Services in the Community 

Schoharie County Mental Health Professionals have identified the need for additional counselors in the 

community, especially those specializing for children under the age of 5. This was reflected in the 

community survey with 47.4% of all respondents identifying limited opportunities for mental health care 

for children in the community.   
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At this time, in-person counseling is still less available than prior to the pandemic. The group has 

identified virtual modalities as challenging for all age groups; however, more so for young children. The 

rate of mental health providers per 100,000 persons is 45% less than New York State and the rate of 

suicide is 14.8 per 100,000 as compared to 8 per 100,000 in New York State (Schoharie County 

Department of Health and Bassett Healthcare Network, 2019). In the community survey, 63% of 

respondents feel they must leave the community to access mental health providers, 63.4% do not feel 

they have many options for providers and 48% do not feel that mental health care is easy to access. In 

response to this, SCCDC utilized CARES Act funding to increase the hours of the Mental Health Disability 

Services Manager in order to provide additional support to Early Head Start and Head Start families.  

 

Health and Nutrition Services at SCCDC  

Medical and dental providers were beginning to reopen 

for preventive care appointments at the beginning of the 

2020-2021 Program Year. Family Services staff worked 

with families over the course of the year to ease their 

concerns about returning to their providers offices. 

Parents identified reminders about their children’s 

medical and dental appointments as a positive outcome 

from their participation in the program and Parent Gauge 

data also indicated this as an area of growth for families. 

One hundred percent of participants have a medical 

home. Families have provided positive feedback regarding 

the availability of a pediatric dentistry in the community.  
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Families are successful in obtaining health 

insurance for their children, with 100% of 

all children and expectant mothers having 

health insurance. There are favorable 

responses to facilitated enrollment with 

specialists available in the community.  

Incorporating healthy lifestyles was 

identified as a goal for SCCDC, as well as the County Department of Health and the local provider 

network. SCCDC has incorporated the resources developed from the Creating Healthy Places program, 

Eat Well- Play Hard, and the County Health Department, into program practices. Forty-three percent of 

Head Start children were classified as having a healthy weight, 23% as ‘overweight’, and a 24% as 

‘obese’. An increased number of survey respondents believe that obesity is an issue in our community. 

In 2016, 68.5% of adults in Schoharie County were overweight or obese (Schoharie County Department 

of Health and Bassett Healthcare Network, 2019).  

 

Health Services in the Community 

There is one 25 bed hospital and one medical group with four office locations operated by Bassett 

Health Network. There is one other group practice (Family Medical Care Associates), a Planned 

Parenthood office, and a small number independent providers. The Planned Parenthood offered primary 

care up until May of 2021. A number of families seek medical care outside the county in Albany, 

Schenectady, Cooperstown, Oneonta, and Amsterdam. The first urgent care facility in the community, 

operated by St. Peter’s Healthcare Partners, will be opening in Cobleskill this year. Previously, families 

accessed urgent care by visiting the Cobleskill Regional Hospital emergency room or leaving the county. 

While prenatal care is accessible within the community, there are no labor and delivery services in the 

Health Insurance 

 EHS Head Start 

Percentage of children with Health 
Insurance 

100% 100% 

- Medicaid or CHIP 92% 91% 

- Private Health Insurance  8% 9% 

Percentage expectant mothers with 
health insurance 

100% n/a 

- Medicaid  82% n/a 

- Private Health Insurance 18% n/a 
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county. In the community at large, In 2016, 10.8% of Schoharie County residents did not receive medical 

care due to cost. 

Community Perception of Health Care Options 

A large percentage of respondents do not feel there are many options for health care in the community. 

Bassett Healthcare operates facilities in Cobleskill, Sharon Springs, Schoharie, and Middleburgh. A total 

of 53.8% of Schoharie County Residents live outside these areas.   

 

COVID-19 in Schoharie County 

At the time of this report, September 5, 2021, there have been 1,944 cases with 19 fatalities. Schoharie 

County is in the Mohawk Region which reported a 7.3% positive rate on September 5, 2021 and a 

positive 7-day average of 4.7%. Schoharie County reported 12.7% and a 7-day average of 5.9%.  As of 

August 10, 49.6% of residents have received at least one dose and 46.4% were fully vaccinated.  

 

Family Engagement and Support Services 

The organization implemented Parent Gauge, a research-based and validated assessment tool 

developed by the National Head Start Association, during the 2019-2020 program year. The best practice 

method for the admiration of the tool is in the face-to-face format. This was largely not possible for 

three-quarters of the time SCCDC has been utilizing the tool. Despite this, 120 families participated in 

assessments in the 2020 – 2021 program year.  

The unprecedented situation created by the pandemic, 

pushed the organization to interact and provide 

services to families in new ways. Parent Committees 

and Policy Council meetings were conducted via Zoom. 

Family Services staff used a variety of tools to meet 

with families through video, text and calls. Education 
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staff utilized Class Dojo to engage families in a virtual classroom environment. This was well received by 

parents as the majority of elementary schools are also using this tool. Despite the physical distances, 

families still remained engaged connecting with other families and community partners through a 

variety of events.    

 

Employment and Education of SCCDC Families 

In Early Head Start, 76% of families had at least one parent employed at the end of enrollment. This was 

an increase of 11% from the beginning of the year. In Head Start, 64% of families had at least one parent 

employed at enrollment and 72% at the end of enrollment, an increase of 12% over the course of the 

program year. Of all Early Head Start and Head Start families, 9.5% have a parent with less than a GED or 

High School Diploma, 69% have graduated high school or obtained a GED, 14.8% have attended some 

college or hold an associates degree, and 6.7% have a bachelor’s degree or higher.  

 

Employment in the Community 

Survey data indicates that respondents held a slightly more favorable view of employment opportunities 

in 2021 than in the previous year. In June of 2020, the unemployment rate in Schoharie County was 

9.10% and one year later the percentage was 4.80%. At the time of this report, some major employers in 

the service area are investing in advertising to fill open positions. Some larger employers include 
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Walmart Distribution Center, SUNY Cobleskill - Campus Auxiliary Services, Lexington ARC and SCCDC. 

These positions advertise the availability of full-time positions with benefits.  

An increasing number of survey respondents do not feel that the employment available in their 

community pays well, and the same was seen with regards to employee benefits.  
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PREVALENT ECONOMIC  

AND SOCIAL FACTORS 
 

New York State Minimum Wage Increases 

Advocacy groups in New York State have been successful in getting the minimum wage increased in an 

effort to help individuals earn an acceptable living wage. However, as the federal minimum wage has not 

been increased at the same rate, working families that were formerly eligible for program are now over-

income. As of December 31, 2020, the NYS minimum wage is $12.50 an hour, for non-tipped employees 

in upstate New York. An individual working full-time would gross $28,000 per year. This exceeds 100% of 

the federal poverty level for a family consisting of one parent with a child. This year, some families that 

were previously eligible for Early Head Start were no longer eligible due to the change in the minimum 

wage.  

 

Poverty Trends in Schoharie County 

The rate of poverty in Schoharie County is 12.1% lower than the state rate of 13.0%. The rate of poverty 

for children under the age of 18 is 16.1%.  

 

SCCDC Families and Substance Misuse 

All participants in the Early Head Start Expectant Mother’s program receive information about the 

impacts of the use of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco on the developing fetus. Substance misuse is also 

covered in the Partners for Healthy Baby curriculum used in the Home-Based program for children up to 

the age of three.   

In Head Start, 17 families received education regarding substance misuse, and 3 received support for 

recovery programs. In Early Head Start, 37 families received education regarding substance misuse, and 

4 received support for recovery programs.  

 
Substance Misuse in the Community 

Addiction continues to be a concern to families and the community. Opiate addiction has been an 

increasing concern within the service area. From January 1 through July 12, 2021, there were 31 

suspected overdoses resulting in 7 deaths and Naloxone was used 15 times to revive an individual 

(Nicosia, 2019). Since the previous survey, the number of survey respondents identifying drug use as a 
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problem in the community has increased from 84% to 87%. Most notably the number of those that 

strongly agree with the statement “The Use of Drugs is a Problem in Our Community” increased from 

47% to 70%.   

 

Fifty-five percent of respondents feel the community does not have the support needed to help 

individuals struggling with addiction, a substantial increase from 39% in the 2020 Assessment. SCASA 

opened the Open Arms Recovery Resource Center in the village of Schoharie. It service as resource for 

individuals to get information, as well as, referrals to needed resources in a judgement free space. 

Support meetings take place in the recovery center (Eames, S. 2020). The Schoharie County Addiction 

Prevention Coalition meets monthly and is comprised of a diverse group of members, representative of 

business, non-profit, faith based, law enforcement, education, parents, people in recovery, families, 

providers, and students. The Schoharie County Chemical Dependency Clinic provides support for 

individuals with alcohol, drug, and gambling disorders. Individual, family, and group treatments are 

available, as are some addiction medications.  While SCCDC was unable to host a naloxone 

administration training this year, the agency promoted those being offered in other locations to staff 

and parents.  
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Addressing addiction issues is part of the long-term joint goals of the local health care network and the 

county department of health. Community partners continue to offer information and outreach regarding 

substance abuse issues, with considerable focus on opiate usage. Schoharie County Mental Health 

Professionals have noted increases in dual diagnoses, relapses, and overdoses have increased over the 

course of the pandemic due to the lack of traditional supports.     

SCCDC has continued to further develop its partnership with the Schoharie County Council on Alcohol 

and Substance Abuse to provide supports to families enrolled within our program. Prior to closing 

centers due to COVID-19, support groups were offered on-site for families coping with addiction. 

Current restrictions related to COVID-19 do not allow for these gatherings to take place in SCCDC 

buildings. SCCASA representatives have shared that the pandemic has presented difficulties with 

organizing support groups for individuals in various stages of the addiction and recovery cycle. In the 

2021 survey, 19% of respondents were not aware of SCCASA. The organization has a presence at a 

number of community events. Elected officials attended their recent Overdose Awareness Vigil and have 

been advocates for the creation of a recovery center in the community. Local publications have been 

providing press coverage regarding efforts and supports for addiction response and recovery.       

 

In addition to struggles with opiates, the misuse of other substances is a concern in Schoharie County. 

Reducing tobacco use is included in the community health goals set by the local provider network and 

the county department of health. The percentage of adults who were current smokers in Schoharie 

County was 19.6% which was higher than the state percentage of 14.5% (Schoharie County Department 

of Health and Bassett Healthcare Network, 2019). 
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In 2016, Schoharie County has a slightly lower rate of binge drinking in the past month at 15.3% of the 

adult population (SCDOH & BHN, 2019). Since the previous survey the number of respondents 

identifying the use of alcohol as a problem in our community has reduced slightly from 81% to 77%.  

 

Affordable Housing 

The issue of affordable housing is still seen as an issue for the larger community. There has been no new 

housing developed for low-income families. A quarter of respondents to the Community Assessment 

survey indicated that cost of their housing was not affordable.  Sixty-eight percent survey respondents 

identify safe and affordable housing as a concern in the community and almost as many feel the 

community needs public housing to support low-income families.   

 

Approximately a quarter of the available housing stock in Schoharie County are rental units which is 

nearly half of the state average. Additionally, an increasing number of rentals in the Cobleskill area are 

being converted to semester-based student rentals, thereby reducing the number of available units for 

families looking for full year housing. The median gross rent in Schoharie County is $790 per month.  

For a number of years, home prices were lower in Schoharie County than in many other areas of the 

state. The average price of a home has recently increased, and available homes has declined.  Of all 

respondents, 16% were looking for housing, and 9% live with a friend or relatives because they are 

unable to afford housing. While 30% of survey respondents feel that their property taxes are affordable, 
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22% of respondents responded that the question was not applicable mirroring the number of rental 

units. The options for housing are reflected in Community Survey responses with 61% of respondents 

identifying a lack of safe and affordable housing, 56% identifying a lack of affordable housing for 

families, and 65% identifying a need for public housing to support low-income individuals and families.  

 
Internet Access in Our Community 

The pandemic increased the need for reliable internet services. While there have been improvements in 

connectivity through the community, there are still many areas with limited or no internet connectivity. 

Of survey respondents, 82% were able to access the internet from their home. It is important to note 

the survey was issued on-line and the results may have been skewed to reflect a higher rate of 

connectivity due to this.  In 2018, the NY Broad Band Program was scheduled to reach 1,296 residences 

that were previously unable to obtain internet service as providers deemed installation of equipment 

cost prohibitive (Cropley, 2018). Fifty-three percent of respondents reported their internet service was 

not affordable, and 36.9% reported that their Cell Phone Service was not affordable. 

In an effort to assist families with issues with 

connectivity and technology, SCCDC used COVID 

recovery funds to purchase tablets for families 

and children to use to participate in remote 

options. Local school districts also provided 

devices to students (primarily older children 

required to participate in virtual services for 

some portion of the school week). Survey data 

indicated 88% of respondents had a device to 

access the internet.  The Schoharie County 

Mental Health Professionals identified an 

inability to access the internet as a barrier for 

individuals accessing services during the 

pandemic. 
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Opportunities for Children – State funded Pre-Kindergarten 

Schoharie County has a total of six school districts serving children in Pre-Kindergarten (214 children) 

and K- 12 (3,898 children) (NYS Department of Education). SCCDC partners with four districts to provide 

Pre-Kindergarten Services; Cobleskill-Richmondville, Middleburgh Central, Schoharie Central, and 

Sharon Springs Central. No new state funded pre-kindergarten slots were awarded in the county in the 

2020-2021 program year. Enrollment data for the 2020-2021 school year is not yet available from NYS 

Department of Education.  In the 2019-2020 year there were a total of 241 children enrolled in Pre-

Kindergarten programs. For the 2020- 2021 year, a total of 45 children were enrolled in a SCCDC 

operated UPK classroom. Of those children, 23 were dually enrolled in Head Start. It should be noted 

that the pandemic and associated restrictions heavily impacted class sizes.  

 

Survey respondents express a high level of confidence in the educational opportunities in the 

community, showing a slight increase from the previous year.  

 

Opportunities for Children – Child Care Options Beyond  SCCDC 

 

Since the last community assessment, there has been a slight decrease in the number of available child 

care slots in the county. There are three day care centers other than SCCDC that serve the 0-5  
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population serving 16 infants, 42 

toddlers, and 73 preschoolers. 

There are no programs offering 

childcare outside the traditional 

hours of care. There is one 

provider in the southern region of 

the  

county, in the town of Jefferson, 

offering 12 slots for children 6 

weeks to age 12.  Our survey 

results indicate that 55.2% of respondents disagree with the statement, “There are many options for 

safe, affordable childcare in our community”. Anecdotal information from Families Services staff 

indicates that a number families with over-income children are also on waiting lists for other 

providers/programs as well.    

 

Opportunities for Children in Our Community 

Schoharie County has a Youth Bureau, services 

and activities provided by them target school-

age children. Respondents largely feel that 

there are not many activities for children in 

the community (68.9%).  In many 

communities, residents would like to see a 

community center that would offer activities 

for children. Of all respondents 39% feel that 

children have access to safe places to play. In 

more rural locations, facilities that include 

playgrounds and pools are difficult to access 

without transportation.     

  

Child Care for Children 0–5 In Schoharie County 

Type of Care # of Providers # of Slots 

Family Day Care  4 24 (6 weeks -12 years) 

Group Family Daycare 6 72 (6 weeks – 12 years) 

Day Care Centers 3 16 Infants 

  42 Toddlers 

  73 Preschool 

*Retrieved from NYS Department of Child and Family Services 
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Community Survey Data: 

Awareness of Community Service Providers 

 

Community Resources and Supports 

Community partners have adapted as needed to continue to offer support and resources. The 

community has responded to food insecurity with expanded food pantry options and drive-through food 

pick-up events. Agencies, fraternal organizations, churches, and other groups have offered services with 

little or no restrictions that have been widely accessed. The Joshua project has coordinated many of 

these events in addition to the free summer lunch locations through the community. In a sampling of 
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community agencies that the majority of respondents have heard of, access regularly or have accessed 

services in the community. Of all respondents, 24.8% feel veterans are supported in the community, 

43.5% feel families are supported, 45.3% feel that seniors are supported, and 45.3% feel individuals with 

special needs are supported. All of these are lower than the perceived level of support in the previous 

assessment.  

 

Safety in the Community 

 

There has been a slight reduction in the percentage of respondents that feel safe in the community from 

87% in 2020 and 80% in 2021. Of all respondents, 58.3% felt safe walking in their neighborhood, and 

70.2% feel safe driving on the roads in their community. There may be multiple societal factors 

contributing to the perception of safety, as across the country the level of division and civil unrest has 

been highlighted by many media outlets. A decrease was seen in the perception of respondents feeling 

the community was safe for children (9%), ethnic and racial minorities (8.9%), and individuals identifying 

as LQBTQ+ (9.3%). Seventy-five percent of respondents identify domestic violence as a concern in the 

community. Catholic Charities of Otsego, Delaware, and Schoharie County provides support services for 

those in domestic violence situations, including legal assistance, counseling and planning, and shelter.  

 

Business and Commerce 

There has been a slight decrease in the respondent perception of the business in the community 

meeting their needs. While 67% of respondents feel that the grocery stores in the area meet their 

needs, 74% report needing to leave the community to shop, and 85% use the internet to shop. There 

has been a slight decrease in the perception of support for small businesses.  
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Conclusion 

The continued decline in the population of Schoharie County is a concern, not only for SCCDC, but for 

the community as a whole. Small communities often miss out on opportunities afforded to larger 

communities. The resources available in other areas are often a major draw for those leaving the 

community. While the current focus on addiction in the community is well warranted, it is vital that 

community members continue the current trajectory of advocating for additional resources to address 

addiction issues. Additionally, it is important for community members to recognize the need for safe and 

affordable housing. As demonstrated by SCCDC’s enrollment categories, a number of individuals in the 

community are “doubling-up” due to not being able to find and/or afford housing on their own. If trends 

in the conversion of rental housing to student housing and increasing real estate prices continue, it is 

likely that more families will need to “double-up” for housing or leave the community entirely.  

Community programs in Schoharie County are largely known by respondents and continue to work to 

reach all populations to make them aware of what is available in the community. Pre-Kindergarten 

programs are available in all School Districts and are accessed by a large number of families as indicated 

by the decreasing difference in the enrollment numbers of Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten. 

Community Survey respondents feels there are quality educational opportunities for all children. The 

community is largely perceived as safe by respondents.   
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